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Thank you to our Regional 
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INSPIRE 
WASHINGTON

Inspire Washington acknowledges that we and 

our partners statewide are on the homelands of  

Native peoples, who have lived in this region 

from time immemorial.We pay respect to their 

elders past and present.We acknowledge their 

stewardship, their forced removal, and their 

continued fight to live on their ancestral lands.

Land Acknowledgement



¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ !ƎŜƴŘŀ

ÅWelcome!

ÅAbout Inspire WA

Å¯!ƊĜ Z×âêĜûÀġêĲ× z×ĜĜêĉĂ

ÅYour role as an advocate

ÅFunding Opportunities

Å¯!ƊĜ .ĥûġĥĘÀû !ÍÍ×ĜĜ 

program

ÅQ & A
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Our Team

Manny Cawaling,

Executive Director
Jessi Wasson,

Deputy Director

Monica Miller,

Development & 

Membership 

Manager

Madeline Dalton,

Outreach 

Coordinator

.ĉāêĂâ ĜĉĉĂů

Communications Coordinator!
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Greet and inspire your neighbor!

Your name

Where or who you represent

What inspires your cultural sector work?

Share your favorite cultural event in your community



INSPIRE 
WASHINGTON

Inspire Washington strengthens communities and 

nurtures the human spirit by increasing access to 

science, heritage, and arts programming through 

advocacy, professional development, education and 

coalition building.

About us, our mission:



What we do at Inspire Washington

ÅCultural Coalition & Partnerships

ÅAdvocacy

ÅResource Development

ÅEducation

ÅCommunications
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SCIENCE & 

TECHNOLOGY
nature conservancies, 

fish hatcheries, zoos, 

science and innovation 

Í×Ăġ×ĘĜŬ ÀėĥÀĘêĥāĜů

HERITAGE
historical and cultural 

heritage sites, humanities, 

āĥĜ×ĥāĜů

ARTS
visual art, literature, 

music, dance, 

theater, spoken word, film, 

non-Íĉāā×ĘÍêÀû ĘÀÓêĉů

Who we support: The Cultural Sector!



Our Impact
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ÅBringing together Science, 
Heritage, and Artsfields as a 
unified sector

ÅConnecting state communities 
with outreach to every region

ÅPromoting sector funding

ÅAdvocating for Covid relief

ÅBuilding fruitful relationships 
with elected officials

ÅCreating alliances at every 
level of  government

ÅSupporting Cultural Access 
programs for new local 
funding. 





OUR PARTNERS
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5th Avenue Theatre 

Admiral Theatre 

AERP 

Arc Dance Productions 

Arts & Culture Coalition of Pierce County 

ArtsEdWashington 

Arts Foundation Federal Way 

Artstra 

Artist Trust 

Auburn Symphony Orchestra 

Bainbridge Island Museum of Art 

Bellevue Youth Choirs 

Bellevue Youth Symphony Orchestra 

Black Diamond Historical Society 

Broadway Bound Children's Theatre 

Burien Actor's Theatre 

Burke Museum 

Capoeira Life 

Cascadia Art Museum 

Cascadia Poetics Lab 

Cave Moon Press 

Center for Wooden Boats 

Centerstage Theatre 

Centrum 

Chamber MusicGuild 

Chinese Radio Seattle 

City Opera Ballet (Ballet Bellevue) 

City of Port Townsend Lodging Tax (LTAC) 

Coyote Central 

CREATE48 Media Network 

Creative Dance Center 

DonkeysaddleProjects 

Drama Dock Inc. 

Deaf Spotlight 

Edmonds Center for the Arts (ECA) 

Edmonds Driftwood Players 

City of Ellensburg (Ellensburg Creative District) 

Columbia Choirs of Metropolitan Seattle 

Emerald City Ringers 

Federal Way Performing Arts Foundation 

Ferry County Historical Society 

Field Arts & Events Hall 

Free2Luv 

Friends of Issaquah Salmon Hatchery 

Friends of the Market 

Frye Art Museum 

Gallery 110 

Gigs4U 

Greater Kent Historical Society 

GreenStage 

Haida Roots 

Harmonia Orchestra & Chorus 

Henry Art Gallery 

Humanities Washington 

Indian American Community Services 

Indigenous Performance Productions 

Jack Straw Cultural Center 

Karin Stevens Dance 

Kent Arts Commission 

KidsQuestChildren's Museum 

Kittitas County Historical Museum 

Kristina Lee Music LLC 

Larson Gallery 

Living Voices Inc. 

Local Initiatives Support Coalition 

Maple Valley Indians Cultural & Sports Association 

Methow Valley Chamber Music Festival 

Mid-Columbia Master Singers 

Mirror Stage 

Mobius Discovery Center 

Mongolian Cultural Center 

Mount Baker Theatre 

Museum of Flight 

Museum of History and Industry (MOHAI) 

Museum of Pop Culture (MoPOP) 

Music of Remembrance 

Myrtle Woldson Performing Arts Center at Gonzaga University 

National Nordic Museum 

Newcastle Arts Council 

Northwest African American Museum 

Northwest Chamber Chorus 

Northwest Film Forum 

Northwest Opera in SchoolsEtc 

Northwest Railway Museum 

On The Boards 

Orcas Historical Society 

Orquesta NW 

Pacific Northwest Ballet 

Pacific Science Center 

Path with Art 

Performing Arts Center Eastside (PACE) 

Pork Filled Productions 

Project Feast 

Queen Anne Historical Society 

Rainier Youth Choirs 

Reboot Theatre Company 

Refugee Artisan Initiative 

San Juan Community Theatre 

San Juan Islands Makers Guild 

Seattle Aquarium 

Seattle Art Museum 

Seattle Arts & Lectures 

Seattle Chamber Music Society 

Seattle Children's Theatre 

Seattle Choruses 

Seattle City of Literature 

Seattle Composers Alliance 

Seattle Indies 

Seattle Latino Film Festival 

Seattle Opera 

Seattle Mongolian Youth Center 

Seattle Print Arts 

Seattle Repertory Theatre 

Seattle Symphony 

Seattle Theatre Group (STG) 

Seattle Youth Symphony Orchestra 

Shunpike 

ShoreLakeArts 

Silver Kite Arts Consulting LLC 

Sound Salon 

South King County Cultural Coalition (SoCoCulture) 

Speak with Purpose 

Spokane Arts 

Tacoma Little Theatre 

Taproot Theatre 

Tasveer 

TCB Entertainment 

Theatre33 

The Dance School 

The Merc Playhouse 

The Olivia Neal Experience (T.O.N.E.) 

theARTScentered 

Three Dollar Bill Cinema 

Totem Star 

Town Hall Seattle 

Tri-Cities Academy of Ballet 

Tulalip Tribes Charitable Fund 

Union Arts Center 

Union Cultural Center 

Urban Artworks 

Vashon Center for the Arts 

Vashon Events 

VCBynumArts & Education 

Village Theatre 

Washington Capoeira Center LLC 

Washington Center for the Performing Arts 

Washington Museum Association 

Washington Trust for Historic Preservation 

Woodland Park Zoo 

Youth Theatre NW 



Becoming our partner as an individual or organization means 

investing in the power of  culture and the power of  your own 

voice to build community and enrich lives.

Member Levels

Individual: 

Starts at $50 or PWYW

Organization: 

Based on annual budget size, 

dues start at $100 per year

Become an invested partner of Inspire WA!
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WA State Mayors
County Art Commissions

Our Government Partners



A state-wide coalition of 
thousands of people just 
like you who value arts, 
heritage, and science 
programming that 
enhances the quality of  life 
for all Washingtonians. 

Our Advocates



Advocacy
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ad·vo·ca·cy (noun)
the act of  pleading for, 

supporting, or recommending 



What is advocacy?

Leadership
ÅTelling a funder about your program

Relationship Building
ÅEncouraging local civic groups to send volunteers 

to an event

Storytelling
ÅTelling your story of  impact to government 

officials, educating policymakers about your work 

and sharing your expertise



Lobbying vs. Advocacy

Lobbying 

MUST have all 3:

Advocacy

1. Talking to an elected 

official or the staff  that 

represents them

2. Discussing legislation 

that has been filed

3. Making an ask of  

support or do not 

support

ÅEducating a lawmaker 

about your programs 

and why they matter

ÅExplaining to a 

lawmaker how funding 

would benefit the 

community



Advocate in spaces where decisions are 
made!

ÅCity Council

ÅChamber of  Commerce/Economic Development

ÅCounty Council

ÅSchool Board

ÅState Government

ÅFederal Government

ÅAnd more!



Washington State 
Legislative Session



Why does the 
Legislative Session 
matter?
The Legislature convenes in January and 
meets through March or April, depending 
on the year. 

The session is the only time when new 
state laws can be created, existing laws 
can be changed, and budgets can be 
passed.

The Legislature provides leadership on  
policies that affect every aspect of  
Washington life: like education, public 
lands and wildlife, transportation, human 
services, taxes, arts and culture, etc. 

Who decides? Our 49 geographic districts, 
each elect 1 Senator and 2 
Representatives.
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Inspire Washington's 2026 Priorities

Advance ticketing 

legislation

Maintain cultural 

funding

Amend ESSB 5814, retail sales tax 

on live presentations, temporary 

staffing services, and security.

hǳǊ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΩ нлнс tǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ

ÅMaintenance funding for cultural agencies

ÅsÀÍêáêÍ zÍê×ĂÍ× .×Ăġ×ĘƊĜ zÍê×ĂÍ× ĉĂ ¯ç××ûĜ

ÅWashington State Historical Society's HVAC system andaccessibility improvements

ÅEastern Washington State Historical Society'sCollections Management System and hiring 

of  Tribal Liaison.

ÅHumanities Washington's Prime Time Family Reading program

ÅWA Trust for Historic Preservation

ÅRestore ArtsWA's grant funding, expand Creative Districts, support CRM system, and 

administrative support



24

In 2025, ESSB 5814 imposed retail sales tax on services

What services?  

Live presentations, digital advertising, temporary 

staffing services, security, and others

What were the cultural impacts? 

Å Broad confusion about what was taxable. Tax impact 

varied across sector. 

Å For patrons, increased cost for programming 

(especially education) 

Å For cultural businesses, increased operational costs

What did Inspire Washington do leading up to the 

session?

Educated lawmakers, secured information from Dept. of  

Revenue, created advocacy guide to drive constituent 

feedback, and briefed the House Finance Committee.
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A win! Amendments to 5814 in ESSB 6113

ESSB 6113 language amends the definitions of Live Presentations 

ĢĊ ĂÁĢÎè 4ØĖÁęĢĂØăĢ Ċâ vØĴØăĦØƉĝ ÎĦęęØăĢ ęĦüëăãĝŪ

ƇZêĲ× ĕĘ×Ĝ×ĂġÀġêĉĂĜ Óĉ Ăĉġ êĂÍûĥÓ×ŭ

(A) Classes provided by preschools;

(B) Classes provided by elementary schools, secondary schools, and institutions of  higher education as part of  

their accreditation;

(C) Musical, dramatic, comedic, or similar performances;

(D) One-on-one instructional activities including tutoring, consulting, and music lessons;

(E) Presentations given at the physical location of  a facility exempt from property tax (a nonprofit place of  worship 

by a recognized religious denomination) under RCW 84.36.020(2). For the purposes of  this subsection (3)(l)(ii)(E):

(I) Presentations where participants may join via internet or telecommunications equipment are given at the 

physical location of  the presenter during the real-time presentation; and

(II) Presentations where all participants, other than the presenter, attend at the physical location of  a facility exempt 

from property tax under RCW 84.36.020(2) are given at the physical location of  the participants regardless of  the 

location of  the presenter at the time of  the presentation; and

ſBƀ µĉĥġç ÍÀāĕĜŮƈ

ESSB 6113 became law when the Governor signed March 30. Amendments backdated to October 1, 2025.
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ESSB 6346 language amends definition of "Live Presentations":

ƇZêĲ× ĕĘ×Ĝ×ĂġÀġêĉĂĜƈ Óĉ Ăĉġ êĂÍûĥÓ×ŭ

(A) Before and after school care provided in-person and on-site by elementary schools;

(B) Presentations given by a nonprofit organization exempt from federal income tax under Title 26 U.S.C. Sec. 

501(c) of  the federal internal revenue code;

(C) Musical, dramatic, comedic, or similar performances, including any incidental instruction;

(D) One-on-one instructional activities including tutoring and consulting; and

ſ8ƀ `ĥĜêÍ û×ĜĜĉĂĜ Ę×âÀĘÓû×ĜĜ ĉá ġç× ĂĥāÌ×Ę ĉá ĕÀĘġêÍêĕÀĂġĜŮƈ

ESSB 6346 became law when the Governor signed on March 25th. Amendments take effect on July 1, 2026.

¯èÁĢ ĵÁĝăƉĢ âëĺØÔ ÔĦęëăã ĢèØ ĝØĝĝëĊăű 

Å Temporary staffing services and security are currently subject to retail sales tax. 

Å The sales and use taxes for retail services included under ESSB 5814 (2025), except for advertising services, 

are repealed effective January 1, 2029. 

A surprise in the Millionaires Income Tax bill!
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2026 Legislative Session Recap
BUDGET

ArtsWA
Å Billy Frank Jr Statue project

Å Funding for rent increase to !ĘġĜ¯!ƊĜ office space and retirement buyouts for staff  members.

Å There will be a cut of  $300,000 to !ĘġĜ¯!ƊĜ overall grants budget. More will be shared as to which programs 

this will directly impact but ArtsWA will do their best to minimize the cut to the community. Originally the 

Governor proposed a $600,000 cut and thanks to advocates across the state, the cut was reduced.

Å!ĘġĜ¯!ƊĜ request for a full-time employee for the Salesforce/CRM program was not funded.

Washington State Historical Society
Å Level funding in the operating budget!

Å $325,000 was provided for accessibility improvements to the Washington State History Museum in Tacoma.

Å~ç× Ę×ėĥ×Ĝġ áĉĘ À Ă×ĳ Íçêûû×Ę ĳÀĜ Ăĉġ êĂÍûĥÓ×Ó êĂ ġçêĜ Ĺ×ÀĘƊĜ ÌĥÓâ×ġ Ìĥġ ĳêûû Ì× Ę×ėĥ×Ĝġ×Ó ÀâÀêĂ êĂ Ă×ĸġ Ĺ×ÀĘƊĜ 

session.

Eastern Washington State Historical Society
Å Funding was provided to create a tribal liaison staff  position. Otherwise, the department was provided level 

funding.

Dept. of Archeology and Historic Preservation
Å $175,000 of  the general fund was provided solely for the department to develop a model ordinance that could 

be used by local governments to protect archaeological and cultural resources when development may impact 

places of  importance to local history and federally recognized Indian tribes.



State Government:
²ƘŀǘΩǎ bŜȄǘΚ

2027 Session Prep:

ÅSales Tax relief  for Digital Advertising, 

Temporary Services, and Security

ÅTicketing legislation (next slide)

ÅOvertime threshold

ÅSpace Incentives

ÅFull funding for BFA & HC

ÅExpanded funding for cultural agencies
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Ticketing Legislation

File a consumer 

complaint with the 

!CƊĜ ĉááêÍ×ŭ

We are in pursuit of  ticketing legislation to ban speculative tickets and 

reign in second party sellers that sell tickets at inflated prices.

A federal solution is preferred but, in the meantime, many states are 

pursuing legislation; like California and Maryland. Washington could be 

next! 

Sen. Lovelett sponsored SB 6175 and Inspire WA advocated and 

supported this bill. Unfortunately, it did not leave committee due to 

heavy lobbying by commercial third party ticket sellers. Rep. Reeves 

sponsored HB 1613. No activity this session. 

Impacts of  recent lawsuit against Ticketmaster.



{ǘŀǘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΥ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ bŜȄǘΚ
What do YOU think?

Feedback:

ÅDo these objectives resonate with you? 

Why or why not?

ÅWhat have we forgotten?

ÅWhat new ideas do you have?

Potential 2027 Leg Session Objectives:

Å Continued Sales Tax relief  for Digital 

Advertising, Temporary Services, and 

Security

Å Ticketing legislation

Å Overtime threshold

Å Space incentives

Å Full funding for BFA & HC

Å Expanded funding for cultural agencies



Advocate at the State!



Why Advocate?

ÅProviding boots-on-the-ground knowledge about the cultural 
sector

ÅGiving your lawmaker powerful local stories that they can share 
on the voting floor or with their colleagues

ÅBeing a voice for your community

ÅShaping your lawmaker into a cultural champion

ÅSetting a foundation for future Local Community Project requests

ÅAccomplishing tangible goals that benefit your community. Local 
advocates get things DONE!

ÅBuilding community with fellow advocates in your region

32
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May & June

ÅCultural Futures Tour

July & August

ÅSummer Show and Tell

September & October

ÅSummer Show and Tell 

(through Sept)

ÅAdvocacy webinars & 

recruiting AHS Week 

volunteer leaders

November & December

ÅRecruiting AHS Week 

Advocates

ÅAdvocacy webinars

ÅDistrict Leader training

January & February

ÅAll in for Advocacy Rally

ÅAHS Week teams prep for 

lawmaker meetings in AHS 

Week

ÅAHS Week in first week of  

February

March & April

ÅAction Alerts

ÅTestifying for bills

Year-Round State Advocacy Calendar



Arts, Heritage, and Science Week

256 people participated in Arts, 

Heritage, & Science Week 2026! 

They took 118 meetings with 

117 lawmakers. 

In-Person in Olympia on 

February 3, 2027

Virtual on February 1-5, 

2027





Funding Opportunities
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State Funding for Cultural Facilities 

Heritage Capital Program 

ÅCapital projects at historical museums, archives, and 

societies 

Å$10 mil per biennium

ÅMax grant award $1 mil

ÅFinal proposals due June 5, 2026

Building for the Arts

Å$18 million per biennium

ÅBuy, build, or renovate arts and cultural facilities.

ÅMax award is$2 mil. No minimum.

ÅMay cover up to 33% of  total project costs.

ÅLess competitive and greater funding impact.

ÅApplications open May 12 and close July 9.



State Funding for Local Capital 
Projects
ÅReimbursement-style grants provided 

to local governments and nonprofit 
organizations to help communities 
build and improve public facilities.

ÅDistributed by Dept of  Commerce 
from the Capital budget

ÅL&C Project amounts vary from $50k 
to $2M+ per business

ÅProject requirements: must be a 
capital project, the project site must 
under control for a minimum of  10 
years, and the business must be able 
to front the funding and then submit 
for reimbursement. 

ÅBusinesses must be sponsored by a 
member of  the Legislature



What are the Local Funding 
Opportunities in your 
Community?

ÅLodging Tax
Å1% for the Art
ÅCommunity Foundations
ÅCultural Access
ÅCity Funding
ÅCounty Funding
ÅCommunity Accelerator
ÅWhat else?


